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the Radicals and some portions of it not acceptable to the
Democrats. His views on Reconstruction are sound. On
the subject of finance he is not successful, but inexcusably
weak and erroneous. This scheme to remodel the Consti-
tution is neither nice nor wise, striking down, as it does,
some important features of the federal system. The lan-
guage and tone of the document are good, but the deter-
mined stand which he continues to maintain on matters
when he differs from Congress will be assailed.

Each head of a Department furnishes a synopsis of his
Report which the President usually embodies or furnishes
with sometimes a complimentary expression of his own.
This has been the case with both Presidents Lincoln and
Johnson on every occasion of an Annual Message. Seward
has taken more than usual space this time. But little was
said by any one when the reading was concluded. I think
there was on the matter of finance and the Constitutional
Amendments a feeling of disappointment and regret with
all. When that portion which relates to the Navy was
read, the President, referring to the exception taken to
the reduction of interest from six to three per cent onthQ
naval pension fund, said, "Congress has set the example,
declared what the interest ought to be on the public debt."
McCulloch said three per cent would pay the Navy pen-
sions. I remarked it was bad faith and unjustifiable.

Mr. Browning, after a little time, got up and came round
to the President, congratulating him on the ability of the
Message; said he heartily approved every word of the first
part of the paper, but that he did not indorse the proposi-
tions to amend ,the Constitution. No other member gave
expression to his opinion. We could hardly do it unin-
vited, and the President asked no criticism, could make
no change, for the document is in print, and is to be pre-
sented to Congress to-morrow. I would not say to the
President that I approved all the first part of the Message,
though there is much that I do approve and commend.
But I am opposed to repudiation in, any form, or any